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TAGS: PFOR, SY 

SUBJ: FRENCH AMBASSADOR ON JOBERT'S ALLEGED STATEMENTS 
REF: DAMASCUS 315 

1. WASHINGTON POST CARRIED LOCAL STORY MARCH 22 THAT 
"THERE HAVE BEEN REPORTS THAT THE FRENCH HAVE BEEN TELLING 
ARAB GOVERNMENTS THAT PARTIAL SOLUTIONS, ON WHICH U.S. 
DIPLOMACY IS CURRENTLY BASED, WOULD BE DANGEROUS AND THAT 
ISSUES OF THE PALESTINIANS AND JERUSALEM SHOULD BE DEALT 
WITH NOW RATHER THAN LEFT FOR FUTURE NEGOTIATIONS'" AND 
"OTHER REPORTS SAY THAT THE FRENCH HAD BEEN TELLING THE 
ARABS THAT IF THEY LIFT THE EMBARGO THE U.S. WILL REVERT TO 

A PRO-ISRAELI POLICY."’ 

2. EVANS AND NOVAK COLUMN IN WASHINGTON POST ON MARCH 23 
ENTITLED "MR. NIXON’S CHALLENGE TO EUROPE" STATED THAT 

"IN LATE JANUARY WHEN FOREIGN MINISTER JOBERT WAS ENDING 
HIS MOST RECENT MIDEAST DIPLOMATIC JUNKET HE LEFT THIS 
PRIVATE ADVICE WITH THE SYRIAN GOVERNMENT IN DAMASCUS: 
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SOLUTION OF THE ARAB-ISRAELI CONFLICT BECAUSE THEY ARE 
CONNING THE ARABS; DON'T LIFT THE OIL BOYCOTT BECAUSE IT IS 
THE ONLY CUTTING EDGE THE ARABS HAVE TO PRESSURE THE AMERI- 
CANS TO FORCE ISRAEL OUT OF ITS VAST ARAB CONQUESTS OF 
1967." 

3. DEPARTMENT PRESS OFFICE STATED MARCH 23, IN RESPONSE TO 

QUESTIONS. THAT WE HAD NO INFORMATION TO SUBSTANTIATE 
ATTRIBUTION OF EVANS AND NOVAK REPORT TO JOBERT AND WE HAD 
NO COMMENT ON WHETHER SOME OTHER FRENCH OFFICIAL MAY HAVE 
MADE SUCH APPROACH TO SYRIANS. 

4. FRENCH AMBASSADOR IN LETTER IN WASHINGTON POST ON 
MARCH 26 DENIED IOBERT HAD EVER ADVISED SYRIAN OR ANY OTHER 
ARAB GOVERNMENT AGAINST LIFTING THE OIL EMBARGO. HE DID 
NOT EXTEND DENIAL TO OTHER FRENCH OFFICIALS, EXCEPT TO SAY 
THAT FRANCE NEVER FAVORED THE OIL EMBARGO. 

5. GUIDANCE REMAINS AS INDICATED PARAGRAPH 3 ABOVE. RUSH 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PRESS COMMENTS, PETROLEUM, EMBARGOES, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 02 APR 1974 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1974STATE066327 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: EJBEIGELVE 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D740074-0372 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1974/newtext/t19740473/aaaacozn.tel 

Line Count: 81 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ORIGIN EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: DAMASCUS 315 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: GolinoFR 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 18 APR 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <18 APR 2002 by boyleja>; APPROVED <21 FEB 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRENCH AMBASSADOR ON JOBERT'S ALLEGED STATEMENTS 
TAGS: PFOR, SY, (JOBERT, MICHEL) 

To: DAMASCUS 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



